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SUBJECT + TPlemming Inguiry re Strategle Iaterdals

1. During the discussion of the Progress Report on latin America,
at the Council meeting on 17 Pebruary, M¥r. Flemming of 0DM ralsed a
question coneerning slleged purchases of strategic materials in Latin
imeyica by the Soviet Bloc, especially Peruvian copper. According to
him these purchases had been uted not wnly for their own sake, but to
create corners and dimrupt prices to the detriment of our own purchasing
activities.

2. DOY gainmed the impression that we were asked to go shead right
away with & compilation of the fscts on thie subject. Wemwever, the RSC
staff has the impression the ball went initially to OCB. This should
be elarified by iondsy, 80 that word may come direct or through our
man on the 0CB Working Growp en Latin Aserica., In any case, thiz is an
alerting message, #0 that the working people can start getting materisle
together. So far, no special urgency has been indicated.
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